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MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY CF AUSTIN, TEXAS
Regular Meeting
June 28, 1951
10:00 A.M,

Council Chamber, City Hall

The meeting wes called to order with Mayor Drake presiding.
Roll Call:

Present: Councilmen Johnson, Long, MacCorkle, White, Mayor Drake
Absentt None

Progent algo: Walter E, Seaholm, City Manageri Trueman E. O'Quinn, City
Attorneyy W. T. Williams, Assistant CityAttorney; O. G. Levander, Director of
Public Works; R. D. Thorp, Chief of Police.

Approvsl of the Mimutes of the previous meeting wes postponed until the
following week.

¥ISS LILLIE HERMAN, 1403 W, 39§ Street, reported that the City hed put in
gome storm sewere in that neighborhood and this had directed the flow of water iny
her driveway. She stated that pert of her roek wall had been knocked down during
the construction of the storm sewers. She had reported this to the Department of
Publiec Worke, The matter was turned over to the Director of Public Works who
atated he would check into it.

¥R, WILLIAM H. HARTWIG appeared before the Council stating that residents

of Highlamd Perk, Highland Perk West, and Highland Terrace had formed an orgeniza- -

t ion for the betterment of their community. This orgenization wanted to of fer
jts services to the Council, He submitted s petition dated November 11, 19580,

reading es follows?

*We the undersigned, residents of Highlend Park West and Highlend Park,
request and hereby petition the City of Austin to pave Bull Creek Roed
from Jefflerson Avenue on the south to Camp Mabry Roed on the north.

"Bull Creek Road is the onlydirect route {0 downtown Auetin, It is
heavily traveled by the residente in this grea, by city busgesa, and




CITY OF AUSTIN. TEXAS LE2 4 9 2;

by a large volume of construction equipment, trucke and vehicles,
plus congiderable through traffic to Balcones Trail and Lake Travis
area, .

"Bull Creek Road between Jefferson Avenue andCemp Mabry BRoad is not
properly a two-lane street since there are no curbdbs, and the pavement
along both shoulders is in & dangerous state of repeir. Such repair
efforts a8 have been made are inadequate, expersive, and very temporary.

"To this end we respectfully call your attention and request an early
eongideration of our needs,,"

As much of the property is state-owned, raving depended upon an Act of the
Legiglature, but it did not appropriste money for this project., Mr. Hartwigls
jdes was that the Developer paved these streets in this area and that cost was
borne by the people who bought those lots, and the City did not perticipate in
that paving, He felt the amount the State owned would be about 12% of the totel
paved sireets in Highland Park Wed and would represent less than the City would
have had to econtribute to the paving in that section, had it gonme in with the
citizens under the present paving plans., He alsd stated they needed street lightg,
a parky adeguate police protection. The Mayor asked if this road could not be
brought down to a grade and kept oiled until it could be permenently paved, as
the nature of the road wes the greatest denger. MR, J. H. SCHULTE asked 1f H.B,
481 wouldn't provide for the maintenance of approaches to state property. The Cigy
Attorney explained this bill provided for grading and paving inside the institu-
tions' gromnds, but not on the outside. MR, R. J. MEEK asked that a coumjer be
placed on Bull Creek Rosd to show the amount of traffic. MR. SAM KINCH stated
this group was looking to the City for this paving rather thean to the State.

The Mayor stated this matter would be studled to see Jjust what could be done,

The Couneil received the followlng letter from the Secretary of the Zoning
Board, dated June 28, 1951:

"An emergency has arisen with regard to zoming on the Federal Housizg
development since two of the tracts are now zoned "AY Residence District
and 0% Commercial District and s "B" Residence District is required

to permit the proposed development. Ome traect at the southeast corner
of Chicon and Bast 3rd Streets on which they propose to lecate a manage-
ment and meintenence building is now zoned "B" Residence District-and

a "C" Commerciml District is required,

"In order to speed up action on thesechanges of zoning, the Board of

Ad justment held a special meeting this morning, June 28th, st 9:00 AJM.
and voted to recommend zoning changes as listed below so that no un-
necessary delay will be encountered in starting construction on the pro-
Jects.

"Praat which is a part of Lote 4 and % out of the Jas.E.Bouldin
Tatate located south of Brodie Lane, Eset of the I. & G.N. Rallroad
and west of South 5th Street projected, from "AY Residence Distriet
to "B" Reeidence District,
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"Tract bourded by Rosewood Avemue, Thompsen Street and Webberville Road
from 'A' Regidence Digtrict and 'C' Commercial District to 'B! Resi-
dence Disgtrict, and

"Three lots at the southeast corner of Chicon and East 3rd Streets
from 'B' Residence District to 'C' Commereisl District.

"Phe officlal recommendetion by the Board of Adjustment will be filed witk
the City Council in & few days and legal descriptions of easch tract will
be furnished the Legal Department for proper publication in & newspaper.®

Councilman Long moved that the Counecil hold public hearing on the zoning
of the three tracts of landmentioned in this letter from the Secretary of the Zon=
ing Board, at 11:00 &.¥,, July 19, 1951, the tracts set out as follows:

(1) Lots 7, 8, and 9, Blk, 5, Outlot 23, Div, MO Fair Grounds Ad-
ditien, located at the southeast corner of Chicon and E. 3rd
Streets and known as 205 Chicon Street, —— From "B to "CM

(2) 19.0%5 acres out of the 21.37 acre tract known as the Frencie
St. Joseph Fox tract in Block HC" of the "Partition of the
James B, Bouldin Egtate”, being located south of West Live Oak
Street between the I & GX Railroad and South 5th Street Extended,
and krown as 1000 and 1100 Blocks W. Live Oak Street-- From "A® to ¥B"

(3) 4.137 acres, Blk, 1, Al)l of Blk, 2, all ef Block 3, 2.367 acres
out of Block 4, O,U0 acres, Blk, §, and 5.66 acres of Blocks 6
and 7, Out.13, Div. ¥BY lknown as the P400=2600 Blocks Rosewood
Avenue, the T00-1000 Blocks Thompson Street, and the 3300-3600
Blks Webberville Koad,

The Motion, seconded by Councilman White, ecarried by the following votes
Ayes: Councilmen Johnson, Long, MacCorkle, White, Mayor Drake
Foes: None

Fhe Council receiw d notice from the City Memager that the following ap—
plications for chenge of zoning had been referred tc the Zoning Board of Adjustmeqp
for considerstion and recommendation:

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF ~ From YB" Residence
PHE OITY OF AUSTIN 20% Chicon Street To  "CH Oommereisd
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 1000 and 1100 Blks. From "A® Residemce
YRR CITY OF AUSTIN Wegt Live Oak Street To WpH Regidence

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 2400-2600 Blks. Rosewood From ¥A" Residence and
THE CITY OF AUSTIN Ave., 700-1000 Blis, "g® Commercial
‘ Thompson Street and 3300- To  "B" Residence
3600 Blocks Webberville
Road

MRS, DAISY T. GILBERT 1511 Shoal Creek Blvd. From YA" Residence
To YBH Residence
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AMERICAN-SYRIAN LEBANON From #C" Commercial
ASS1N, 1621-1267 Teomey Rd. To  "D? Industrial

Purgusat to published notice thereof, pudlie hearing was held on the fellow~
ing application!

H. P, ALLEN 2400 Block South Con~ From "AY Residence
gress Avenune To “C" Commercial
NOT Recommended by the Zop-
ing Board of AdjJustment.

MR, ALLEN appeared in his own behalf end stated the reasons for his request.
He said the use he wanted for this property would be permitted under "BY Zoning,
He pointed out an error in the mep of the preperty. He asked that the request
for "0 Zoning We withdrawn, and his application de amended to request a change
of zoning froem MAM to "BM Residence, MR. MURRAY P. RAMSEY appeared before the
Council to ask that this application also be eonsidered by thePlanning Board, and
he thought the Planning Boerd could help Mr. Allem in the plenning of his streetSﬂ
MR, JOHN BCEERT mentioned the fact there were no streets in this area, and mo
building permit could be issued becsuse the location is more than 150' from the
street. Councilman Long moved that this application be rereferred to the Zoning
Board for its consideration of changing the zoning to "B* Residential, end that
the Zoning Board send the request to the Flanning Board for its consideration.
The motion, seconded by Councilman MacCorkle, carried by the following votel

Ayest Councilmen Johngon, Long, MecCorkle, White, Meyor Drake
Noest None

(Councilman MacCorkle added that all people be notified on the corrected
plat) '

Discussion on the tax appeal of GEORGE NWALLE and J.E. MOTHERAL (made by
letter dated April 16, 1951, and heard by the Council on May 24, 1951) of the
property covered under Esperanza School District Tax statement #R3107, 97 acres
of land outaside the City, was held. MR. L, THEOQ BELIMONT, representing the
Bqualization Board, stated the veluation placed was low, and not at all excessive.
COUNCIIMAN JOHNSON asked that the Tax Aasessor, Mr., CliffordStohl, be consulied.
MR. STOHL stated the veluastion placed was in line, Councilmsn lohg then moved
that the opinien of the Equalization Board be upheld in this sppeal. The motion,
seconded by Councilman White, carried by the following vote:

Ayest Councilmen Johnson, Long, MacCorkle, White, Mayor Drake
¥oas: None

The tax appeal of MR, H.J.H,MELIN (.91%4 seres, Hill Survey, Play T Item 5)
wes considered, MR. L. THEO BELIMONT, representing the Equalizetion Boerd, ex-
plained the essessment. He stated there were eome errors found when they made
thelr inspection, and these errors were corrected, and the assessment 1s based on
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corrected figures, COUNCILMAN MacCORKLE asked MR, STOHL, Tax Assessor, if he was
satisfied with the valuation and if it could be substantiated. MR, STOHL replied
he was patisfied, that i1t wae not excessive, and that the units of square feot
placed on these bulldings were put on the same type of houses in other parts of
town., He stated veluations were not up to present values, but the Department
tried to maintain an equalization. Councilman Johnson moved that that the valus-
tion remain as opiginally assessed. The motion, seconded by Councilman MaeCorkle,
carried by t he following votet :

Ayess Councilmen Johnson, Long, MacCorkle, ¥hite, Mayor Drake
qus: None

The Mayor asked the City Manager to submit an estimate of what will be
needed for the projects necessary this year out of bond money. The City Manager
stated he had an overall statement, dutl it was not detailed as he would like
to submit, However, he submitted the following summary of what will be needed,
as follows}

June 28, 1951
USUBJECT: 1951 BOND FUND REQUIREMERTS
"In accordance with your request, we are submitting herewith our
estimates of bond fund needs that must be provided in addition to
to sale in July, 1951, that will meet $the requirements for the
remainder of the year and for the first three months of 1952, The
following tabulation indlcates the needs?

July Sale Oc¢t.-Dec. Jan.-Mar

Needs Needs
Sanitary Sewers Improvements $ 500,000 $150,000 $250,000
Street & Bridge Improvements 550,000 150,000 100,000
Water System Improvements 350,000 300,000 K0O,000

$1, 400,000 $600,000 $850,000

Total $1,450,000
Schoels 1,600,000
GRAND TOTAL $3,050,000"

PThe City Manager is working on a detailed tabulation which he said would
be submitted the next week. Discussion of the Tax Reote was held. Councilman
Long submitted figurds on the tax rate that she thought would make the rate 75¢
rather than 87¢4. The plan proposed teking the $150,000 which is set up for the
Municipal Building, end using that to applyen the total debt; also using the es-
timeted cash on hand Jamary 1952, $95,453, and that would leave $1,198,003, She
stated at a 75¢ rate and 954 collection on $172,000,000 valustion, that would pro-
doce $1,225,500. She sugzested collecting more delinguent taxes in a vigorous
campaign. MAYOR DRAKE stated the City Mensger would have detziled figures by
Monday of the next week and this could be puk on the Council's Agenda for next

Thursday.
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The City Manager asked that some additional meetings be called--one to go
over the hospital plans~—~and one to go over the job evaluation figures. The Coun-
cil set Mondsy, July 2, 1951, at 43100 P.M. as a meeting date to go over the hos-
pital plans with the Hospital Board and erchitects and Staff. Tuesday evening
and 8300, July 3rd, was set as the meeting date to go over the job evluation,

Councilman WHITE made irguiry sbout the job evaluation with regard to the
Fire and Police employees. The City Manager oxplained how the Jjob evaluation was
considered with resgpect to legislation regarding firemen and policemen. Mayor
Drzke asked if figures, both under the City plan and State plan could be submitied)

COUNCIIMAN LONG asked for s recommendstion from the Planning Pivision eon-
cerning taking in certaln sreaés inthe City 1limits. ©She mentioned particularly
the Govalle ares that wanted to come in the City limits for school purposes, snd
she would 1like to see a uniform plan svggested that when some areas are taken in
that consideration be given to the amount of other territory that would be wige to
be ineluded. The City Manager stated something would be submitted in gufficient
time to help them out on the school sitwiion.

COUNCILMAN WHITE recommended that & swimming pool be built ia Gillis Park,
as the children on the west side had to go te Travis Heights swimming pool and
had to eross dangerous South Congress. He alsd reporved a bad situation at the
G. I. Surplue location, 906 Justin Lane, in that it was just a junk yard with
metal trash cans filled with water, and grass growing around the debris. The Cit
Manager was agked to heve this checlked.

COUNCILMAN MacCORKLE brought up the Welfare question, steting the Council
voted unenimously to instruct Councilmen Long to get with the City Mansger
end Health Officer and meke & recommendstion. (NOTE: THs vote was taken in an
fxecutive Meeting on Mey 25, 1951, and no minutes were recorded by the Cigy Clerk)
He stated the Division of Welfare aprarently had not been set up by ordinapce, and
the City Chorter hed not been followed in setting it up; and that unier the Con-
stitution, the City could not sppropriste momey for welfare. The City Attorney
stated 1t would be uncenstitutionsl to appropriate money for the direct ald or
grant to individuals, associations or corporationsi but that wel fare might touch
upon public health, education matters within municipal functinns. He explained
the present appropriation as set up in the budget and one particular item.
stated if this item was appropriated to pay howe rent, grocerles, and cash done-
tions to individuals, end if thst money is used for amy grant or the purcinse of
something to give to an individual or association, it does violate the constitu-
tion. COUNCILMAN MacCORKLE steted, thet beimg the case, he would like to recommend
and move that the Welfsre Division as it now exists be abolighed and that the
money we are now using for that purpose be returned to the General Fund as of thsﬁ

at-

end of Juty 31st. He then stated he would go as far as he comnld legslly in coope
ing with the County in meeting this problem. He did not feel he could appropriat
money when he was told it was illegel; and he did not feel he cmuld continue a
deper tment from all the facts he could ged which was not operating efficiently
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either from the viewpoint of the taxpayers or the individuals it was serving., Thd
motion was not seconded. COUNCILMAN LONG stated she would hate to see the Depart-
ment abolighed, that she thought maybe it wag not an illegal set-up, based on
common praciice. Digcumsion on the City Attormsy & opinion, on the Charter, and
on appropriations to the Symphony Orchestra was held. MAYOR DRAKE stated he would
hate to take action so important to the community =s a whole on abolishing the
welfare department, without a 1ittle more thought. He stated there wer other
pleces, ag Councilman Long had pointed out, where some illegal appropriations
might have been made, such as those for the Symphony Orchestra; but he thought
that might Beconsidered that the Orchestra was employed by the Recreation Depar ¢~
ment for a series of concerts, and that wuldbe a legal expenditure of moneys

but he wonld hate to take immediate action on the sbolition of the Welfare Divisi
todaey, COUNCILMAN WEITE asked if there wae a legel wey of melnteining the welfarqn
divieion. The City Attorney said it would have to be tied in someway with Public
Health. COUNCIIMAN JOHNSON suggested to go shead smd appoint the Committee and
sec what they can work ous . COUNCILMAN WHITE thought welfsre was essential, but
did not want to do snything illegal, and he would like to have a few days to study
this, and asked the City Attorney to try to work out something where it would be
legal. The City Manager gave a brief history of the development of the Welfare De-
partment as it grow out of depression days and W.P.A. days. He stated the matier
of welfare, health and hospitalization are overlapping and affect each other, Whexe
vou find sickness, you find need, if the head of the family is down. If you can
keep the people up andgoing, that is helpful. After detailed discussions, the
Council decided to take this matter up again next Thursday, and Councilman MacCorkle
withirew his motion to restste it at thet meeting.

A My, Robertaocn, living on Tom GreenSireet, asked that conslderation be given
to two~hour perking meterg as the parking situstion was terridle, and people whe
wanted to transact busineas became minor law breakers. The Mayor stated theCouncill
appreciated this fact, and had en ordinance creating a traffic board for the pur-
pose of getting sugges tions and to help solve thege traffic prodblems. He stated
the members would get together and appoint this committee.

COUNCILMAN LONG reported the bad condition of the little Park at 254 Street
and Pearl, During the construction of & fraternity house next to this preperty,
the play equipment was removed, and the area hes grown up in weeds. She agked
if this equipment couldn't be put back and the park clesred.

COUNCILMAN LONG presented the City Manager a petition for oiling the 800 and
900 Block on East 53rd Street. FHe suggested anytime Council Members had reports
and requests, they could just pass them on to him end he could get them back a report.

COUNCIIMAN LONG made ingquiry about the manner in which the Zoning Law was en-
forced. The City Attorney stated the Zoning Ordinsnce provided that the Basrding
Inspector shall be the policing officer, and they make inspections, but the City
Attorney felt this Depertment did not have adequate personnel to police it. The
City Manager stated generally the complaints were received here from the nelghbora.
COUNCILMAN 1ONG felt that so much time was spent om planning end zoning, that
gome time ought to be spent on the enforcement end of it also.
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Councilman MacCorkle offered the following resolution and moved its
adoptions ‘

(RESOLUTION)
BE IT RESOLVED 8Y THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT the City Council of the Gity of Auetin hereby approves the
property situated on the north slde of East 1lst Street as a private gasoline
plant, which property is owned by the Stone Company, and is designated as Lot
10, Outlot 26, Division 0, University of San Antonio Subdivision, in the City
of Austin, Travis County, Texas, &and hereby snthorizes the said Stone Gompany,
through XK. B, Thompson, to operate a private gesoline plant consisting of
a 500 gallon underground tank and electric pump for the sole purpose of servic-
ing thelr own moter equipment and from which no gmsoline 1s to be sold, subject
to the same being operated in compliance with all the ordinances relating
thereto and further subject to the foregoing attached recommendations; and the
Building Inspector 1s heredby authorized to issue an occcupancy permit for the
operation of this private gasoline plant after full compliance with all the
provisions of this resolution and said permission shall be held to be granted
and accepted subject to all necessary, reasonable and proper, present and
futare regulations and ordinances of the City of Austin, Texas, in the enforce-
ment of the proper police, traffic and fire regulations; and the right of
revocatlon is retained, if after hearing, it is found by the City Council that
the said Stone Company has failed and refused and will continue to fail and
refuse to perform any such conditions, regulations and ordinances.

(Recommendations attached)
Bhustin, Texas
June 28, 1951
Mr. Walter E. Seaholm
City Manager
Austin, Texasg

"Dear Sirs

"I, the undersigned, have considered the application of The Stone Company,
by K. B. Thompson, for permission to operate 2 private gasolline plant con-
slsting of a 500 gallon underground $ank and electric pump for the sole
purpose of servicling thelr own motor equipment and from which no gasoline

is to be sold, upon property located on the north side of Eagt lst Street,
which property is designated as Lot 10, Outlot 24, Division 0, University
of San Antonlo Subdivision, in the City of Austin, Pravis County, Texas, and
locally known as 2328 Fast lst Street,

UThis property is located in a "C" Commercial District and I recommend that
this permit be granted subject to the following conditions:

"{1). That the gasoline tanks and pumps shall be of an approved type and
ghall bear the label of the Underwritert!s Laboratories, Inc., and that all
tanks and pumps shall be installed in compliance with the Ordinance governing
the storage and handling of gasollne.

#{2). That all tanks and pumps shall be located not nearer than 10 feet to
the property line and so located that cars stopped for the purpose of unloading
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or receiving gasoline or other suppliss shall not in anyway obstruct the free
passage of traffic on elther the sidewalk, street or alley.

"(3). That YNO SMOKING" signs shall at all times be prominently displayed
and no person shall be permitted to smoke on the premises where gasoline is
handled or stored.

®(4), That all fees shall be paid and a permit secured from the Building
Inspector's office before any installation work is started and that no equip-
ment shall be placed in operastion until after final inspection and approval
of same,
"Respectfully submitted,
(Sgd) J. €. Bekert
Building Inspector 0

The motion, seconded by Councilman White, carried by the following vote:
Ayes: Councilmen Johnson, Long, MacCorkle, White, Mayor Drake
Roez: None

Councilman MacCorkle offered the following resolution and moved its
adoption:

(RESOLUTION)
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNGIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the final plat of the subdivislon known as the YResubdivision of
Portions of Lote 1 and 2, Liveoak Grove¥, epproved by the City Plan Commission
of the City of Austin on October 12, 1950, be and the same is hereby accepted
and authorized to be filed of record in the office of the County Clerk of
Travis Bounty, Texas, in accordance with the provisions of the laws of the
State of Texas, and the ordinances of the Clty of Austin, and that this action
of the City Council be indicated by appropriate notation, signed by the Mayor,
on the original plat of said subdivision prior te 1ts recording in the Plat
Records of Travig County, Texas.

The motion, seconded by Councliman Long, carried by the following vote:
Ayes: Councilmen Johnson, Long, MacCorkle, White, Mayor Drake
Noes: MNone

Councilman Long offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:
{ RESOLUTION)

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the {ity Manager be and he 1s hereby authorized and directed
to enter into a contract on behalf of the Clty of Austin with J. E. Roberts

end W, E. Wilson, in accordance with the terms and provisions of & certain
contract, copy of which is attached fo thias Resolution, and marked by the City
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Clerk for purposses of identification, and the City Clerk ias hereby directed
to file for psrmanent record in the office of the City Clerk the attsched
copy of said contract without recordation in the Minutes of the City Council.
(Filed under Water Main Extensions, 1951) (Contract File No. RO )

The motion, seconded by Councilman White, carried by the following wvote:
Ayes: Councillmen Johnson, Long, MacCorkle, White, Mgyor Drake
Noes: None

The Council received the following:

#June 20, 1951
1gity Counell
Clity of Austin
City Hall
Austin, Texas

“Gentlemen:

*Request 1s hereby made to have the 16.5 foot alleyway running off the 1000
block of Wayside Drive, Austin, Texas, closed.

"The original purpeose of this alleyway as stated by Mr. Tom Grzham, the
subdivider, was to furnish an outlet for the peopte who own the property
covered by diagonal lines on the plat since they had no other outlet. Since
that time I have ascquired all the property covered by this outlet and have
deeded Mr. Stewart, the owner of the frame residence shown on the map, property
fronting on FNorwalk Lane so that he now has an outlet to that street. The

only other people who would have any legal interest in this alleyway would

be the school officials since Austin Publle Schools now own the property

south of this alley.

¥Alleys breed filth and thievery, and my only purpose in desiring to get
this alley closed is to clean up the nelghborhoed. I would appreclate your
notifying me vwhen this case comes up for conslderstion as Nr. Tom Graham
has volunteered to show why he thinks the alley should be closed at this
time,

"Thanking you for this and past considerations, I remain:

"Yery sincerely yours,
(Sgd) BRichard G. Avent

It wae steted that Mr. Avent had been sdvised 1f he could secure the con-
sent of all the property owners, this could be considered by the Council.
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There being no further businese, the Council adjourned at 1:00 P.M. subject
to the eall of the Mayor.

, APPROVED: /. ,J.&/awa-Q

- Mayor

ATTEST:

City glerk ;




